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Graham Adams 

T ÈÅ ÔÈÅÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ "ÒÁÎÃÈȭÓ ÔÈÉÒÄ annual battlefield tour was 
Tanks. In the two days available 

we would examine the role and 
performance of these armoured vehicles 
in the context of actions in 1916, 1917 
and 1918. 
 

As with previous tours, it was led and 
organised by Branch member Bob 
Brunsdon, a member of the Guild of 
Battlefield Guides. Our base was the 
Holiday Inn Express at Arras, which had 
proved a convenient venue in 2009 and 
it was here that our party of fourteen 
(including professional driver, Chris 
Nation, who was with us last year) 
arrived in good order on the Thursday 
evening, following a smooth journey and 
ferry crossing from Cheltenham. 

 

That evening saw the traditional 
convivial group dinner at a local 
restaurant. Bob had produced a 
laminated place-mat for everyone, 
which depicted the workings of a 
Mark IV Male tank and 
strategically placed about the 
table were laminated cards giving 
potted biographies of tank 
personnel awarded medals for 
gallantry in the Great War. Pride 
of place was given to two scale 
models of a Mark 1 and Mark IV 
tank, supplied by Robert Davies. 

 

A full day was planned for Friday 
and Bob was anxious for a prompt 
start at 8am. However, there was a 
delay due to a tour member having gone 
ȬÁ×ÏÌȭȦ 4ÈÅ ÏÌÄ ÁÄÁÇÅ Ȭ×ÈÁÔ ÇÏÅÓ ÏÎ ÏÎ 
ÔÏÕÒȟ ÓÔÁÙÓ ÏÎ ÔÏÕÒȭ ÁÐÐÌÉÅÓ ÁÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
reason and the person concerned 
eventually returned to the fold, safe and 
sound.  

 

Our first stop was at the Vallee Raison, 
near to Bray-sur-Somme. This was the 
site of The Loop, the rail unloading point 
for the tanks used in the first action on                       
15 September 1916, and where these 

novel machines were demonstrated to senior Army 
officers. After a brief introduction, Bob handed over 
to Robert Davies, who gave a detailed and 
descriptive presentation on The History and 
Development of the Tank. 

 

Making use of a flip chart, Robert illustrated the 
evolution of the Mark 1 tank, before moving on         
to describing its inner workings and the conditions 
experienced by the crew. He then unveiled               
ÈÉÓ ȬÔÁÎËȭȟ Á ÌÁÒÇÅ ÐÌÁÓÔÉÃ ÔÁÒÐÁÕÌÉÎȟ ÏÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÈÅ ÈÁÄ 
painted the floor plan of a Mark 1. Using this very 
effective and imaginative prop he explained            
the workings of the tank and stage by stage invited 
ÔÈÅ ÅÉÇÈÔ ÃÒÅ× ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÔÏ ȬÓÔÅÐ ÏÎ ÂÏÁÒÄȭȢ /ÎÃÅ 
fully crewed he brought out a ball of string, which 
×ÁÓ ÓÔÒÅÔÃÈÅÄ ÄÏ×Î ÔÈÅ ÌÅÎÇÔÈ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ȬÔÁÎËȭ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 
height of the interior of the vehicle. This graphically 
illustrated the restricted nature of the interior of the 
first operational tank. 

 
 

We left the area of The Loop and after a 
refreshment stop, prepared for the second 
presentation of the morning, entitled Walking with 
Tanks; a battlefield walk, led by Graham Adams.  
The morning mist, which had carried with it a few 
drops of rain, had almost cleared and it presaged 
well for what would be a part driven, part walked 
tracing of the route followed by two tanks that   
gave support to 41st $ÉÖÉÓÉÏÎȭÓ ÁÔÔÁÃË ÏÎ &ÌÅÒÓȟ ÏÎ   
15 September 1916. 

4ÈÅ ȬÔÁÎËȭ ÆÕÌÌÙ ÃÒÅ×ÅÄ 



 

 

Departing from Delville Wood, 
appropriate stops were made along the 
Longueval to Flers road, to indicate the 
succession of German defence lines, 
which the tanks had to cross. The fate of 
two specific tanks was explored: D17 
(Dinnaken), commanded by Lt Stuart 
Hastie and D6, under the command of    
,Ô 2ÅÇÉÎÁÌÄ ,ÅÇÇÅȢ 7Å ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄ (ÁÓÔÉÅȭÓ 
route down the road into the village of 
Flers and Graham described the street 
fighting nature of the resistance 
ÅÎÃÏÕÎÔÅÒÅÄȢ (ÁÓÔÉÅȭÓ ÔÁÎË ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÅ 
ÆÁÍÏÕÓÌÙ ÓÐÏÔÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÁÉÒ Ȭ×ÁÌËÉÎÇ 
up the High Street of Flers, with the 
"ÒÉÔÉÓÈ !ÒÍÙ ÃÈÅÅÒÉÎÇ ÂÅÈÉÎÄȭȢ ,ÅÇÇÅȟ ÉÎ 
D6, took a more convoluted route, much 
of which we followed on foot, leaving 
our bus parked in Flers. We visited the 
spot, near to Bulls Road Cemetery, 
where D6 fired on a German battery and 
traced its route up to the junction with 
ÔÈÅ 0ÉÌÇÒÉÍÓȭ 7ÁÙ ÔÒÁÃËȟ ×ÈÅÒÅȟ ÊÕÓÔ 
beyond, having engaged another battery, 
it was hit by shell fire and all but three of 
the crew killed or taken prisoner. This 
was the furthest incursion into enemy 
territory on that day. 

 

From Flers we travelled to La Boiselle 
for an enjoyable lunch at the Old Blighty 
Tea Rooms, before starting the 
afternoon session with a visit to the 
Tank Corps Memorial at Pozieres. Bob 
pointed out the various types of tank 
depicted in bronze on the memorial and 
gave a brief résumé of the life of Major 
Arthur McCulloch Inglis DSO, who 
commanded the tank Crème de Menthe  
in action near Courcelette, on                   

15 September 1916. Inglis was invalided 
home in 1918, died a year later and is 
buried in Prestbury Churchyard.  
 

  This was followed by a short visit to 
Dantzig Alley Cemetery, where Andy 
Hinks told the story of Cheltonian 
Second Lieutenant Cecil Hirst, 9 Devons, 
killed in action on 1 July 1916. It was 
interesting to visit this cemetery, with its 
fine views and to hear a story which was 
ÌÉÎËÅÄ ÔÏ !ÎÄÙȭÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
2009 Branch Tour.  
 

We then journeyed to 
Villers-Bretonneux, pausing in the village for a 
refreshment stop, where we encountered a party of 
Australians on a barge holiday, who used bicycles to 
explore the surrounding area! 

 

The reason for visiting the Villers-Bretonneux area 
was to jump ahead in time to 24 April 1918, which 
saw the first tank versus tank encounter. This part 
of the programme was entitled Clash of the Titans 
and after a brief outline of the German attack on 
Villers-Bretonneux, Bob split the party into small 
groups and using such information as is available 
from contemporary accounts of this encounter, we 
were encouraged to try to determine exactly where 
the shots were exchanged. Needless to say, we came 
up with several different theories, all of which 
carried some form of plausibility. In truth, the exact 
location of the action is not known; only the general 
area, which is marked by a small memorial. 

 
 

The following day dawned sunny and we were 
able to set off on time at 8am, for a journey to the 
Cambrai battlefield. On the way Bob made use of the 
microphone to describe the objectives and 

On the battlefield walk at Flers  

Bob briefs the group at Villers -Bretonneux  


