Cheltenham & Gloucester Branch
of
The Western Front Association
Remembering one of Gloucestershire’s Fallen

Gunner Ernest John Buffin (76110)
Machine Gun Corps (Tanks)

Ernest John BufGin was born at Fairplay
Cottages, Plump Hill, Mitcheldean in 1896, the son
of Henry and Elizabeth BufJin. He started his
working life as a hod boy in a local colliery (hod
boys were employed to drag wooden boxes on
skids loaded with coal from the coalface, a menial
and arduous job). In 1912, at the age of 16, he left
home and went to work in the South Wales
coalJields.
He enlisted in January 1915, at Bargoed,
Glamorganshire, in the Royal Army Medical Corps
as Private 49780, before transferring in June to
The King’s Shropshire Light Infantry (KSLI). He
landed in France on1 September 1915 as Private
20021,1 st Battalion KSLI employed as a
stretcher- bearer. He was transferred to the
Machine Gun Corps (Tanks) as Gunner 76110 in
January 1917.
He was killed in action on 31 July 1917 aged
21 years, and was buried at Poelcapelle British
Cemetery.

He is the only named tank crewman buried in
Poelcapelle British Cemetery and, as such, his
memory is revered by the local tank group, The
Poelcapelle 1917 Association. He is also
remembered on the dedication plaque for the war
memorial bells in Holy Trinity Church, Drybrook.
Extract from the Dean Forest Mercury
Friday 31 August 1917.
We have heard with much regret of the death at
the front of Private Ernest BufJin. The deceased
was the second son of Mr And Mrs BufJin,
Fairplay, Plump Hill, Mitcheldean, and was
21 years of age. He was working at Bargoed at the
time of enlistment. Five years next December he
left home, and three years in January he enlisted
in the RAMC. He was transferred in June to the
King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, and in
September he was sent to the front. He was a
stretcher bearer for 12 months, and seven months
ago he joined the ranks. Letters have been
received which contain the following passages:-

Gunner Ernest John Buffin (76110)
Machine Gun Corps (Tanks)

“Dear Madam, I want to tell you how much we all
miss your dear son and how very sorry we all feel
for you. Your boy was quite near me when he was
killed, and I can assure you that he suffered none,
or very little pain, because he lived only a few
minutes after the piece of shell struck him. It
absolutely could not be helped. We were waiting
to go into action in less that half an hour, and we
had the Jinal preparations to make. The enemy
was shelling us very heavily and continuously, as
he had done all night. Your boy’s ofJicer was killed
instantaneously by the very same shell, and now
they both lie side by side, buried together. I had to
go into action soon after it all happened, and
when I returned in the afternoon both your boy
and his ofJicer had been buried near by, and our
Chaplain read the service over them. You may rest
assured that everything was done that was
possible. Please accept my deepest and warmest
sympathy in your dreadful loss. Yours very
sincerely, Frank James Agnes, Lt.”
“Dear Mrs BufJin, I much regret to inform you that
your son (76110) Pte E BufJin was killed by a
shell on the night 30-31 July. He died instantly
and suffered not the slightest pain. The same shell
killed his commander, as they were standing
together. I was only a few yards away, and when
daylight came I buried the two of them and
marked the grave. The exact spot will be
communicated to you later by the Registration of
Graves Authorities. Don’t grieve too much over
this, dear Mrs BufJin, for your boy is now at rest
with his Redeemer. He was a brave fellow, and his
example will be a precious thing to us who are left
behind to carry on the work. I pray the blessing

and the peace of God may be upon you at this
time. I enclose your boy's identity discs and a
threepenny piece which I took from round his
neck. Assuring you of the sympathy of all of us, I
am, yours faithfully, S C Parker, C. F.”
“Dear Mrs BufJin, You have no doubt by this time
heard of the death of your son E BufJin, who was
killed in action last week. As he used to attend my
services, I am writing to send you my sympathy in
the great sacriJice you have made. You must take
it as a loving correction from God to make you
think still more of Him and the Life to Come,
when you will hope to see your boy again. If there
is anything I can do for you by way of enquiries,
please let me know, and I shall be glad to do all I
can for you. Praying that God will comfort you, I
remain, your sincerely, William Elwell,
C.E.Chaplain.’
In a letter kindly sent by his section commander,
who was wounded, and is now in a hospital in
England, of Private BufJin he says: “… no stouterhearted lad has it ever been my privilege to
command.” At the close of the letter he says that
the major “… who commanded the company,
called to see my yesterday and told me your son
and his ofJicer had been laid side by side in a little
solders’s cemetery, quite near where they fell. Our
Chaplain was at the service. Most truthfully I can
say there is no one in my section who will be
more truly missed - always willing, bright and
brave. After the Jight his tank commander told me
that although all his crew had done well, “BufJin
was the hero of the lot.” My deepest sympathy is
with a mother who loses such a son. Very
sincerely yours.”

Memorial, commemorating Ernest
John BufBin, erected by his parents
in Holy Trinity Churchyard,
Drybrook

Ernest BufBin’s grave in
Poelcapelle British Cemetery

